May Rain was commissioned by Cayenna Ponchione, part of the Water-
Culture: Women’s Work(s) song project. My song, for mezzo-soprano and
chamber ensemble, lasts about five minutes.

Rather than dwelling on the extremes of drought and flood that humans are
exacerbating, I chose to celebrate the sweet rain of spring. The poet, Kerry
Hardie, is rejoicing in the showers that bring her Irish garden to life. When
we share her delight, we are reminded of all that is precious about water.

The text by Kerry Hardie is used by kind permission of the author and of
Bloodaxe Books



